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A Note From Rick ...

CSU Agronomy Foundation Seed ...

  The 2018 crop season is winding down for the year.  All of us with the Colorado Seed Programs are busy getting 
ready for our Annual Meeting – December 7th and 8th.  Our focus this time of the year is to finish details from 2018 
and prepare reports for the Joint Annual Meeting of the Colorado Seed Growers and the Colorado Seed Industry 
Associations.  This annual event is an opportunity for all of us in the seed industry to gather, renew friendships, and 
learn what has been going on across the state in 2018.  It is a time when we can express our appreciation for all that 
we have accomplished during the past year.  I would like to encourage all of our members to attend this meeting.  In 
addition, we always welcome non-members to attend as well!

Rick Novak – Director of Seed Programs, CSU    

  The new CSU Agronomy Foundation Seed Manager comes to you from the dry bean breeding project.  
After 29 years working exclusively with dry bean breeding, I have moved on to wheat, combines, large seed 
cleaners, bills of lading, and invoices.  The transition has been greatly helped by the roguing crew and the 
support of the ARDEC staff. This highly motivated crew did an excellent job of rouging the Foundation 
seed fields, cleaning out our 1420 IH combines and running the seed plant to ensure a uniform, genetically 
pure product for Foundation seed growers.
  The greatest challenge this year was staying ahead of the combine.  There were three major hail events 
that reduced yield by 40 to 75%.  Otherwise, harvest went smoothly: starting July 17th and finishing 
August 2nd.  A number of new lines were increased this year.  Two new Hard White Winter wheats: 
Snowmass 2.0 and Monarch were increased and released by the Colorado Wheat Research Foundation 
(CWRF).  A third HWWW is still in the bin pending a release decision.  Four Soft Red Winter wheat lines 
were increased as contract production for mid-western seed companies.  One new Clearfield wheat: Byrd 
CL Plus and a new CoAXium wheat: Crescent AX were released by CWRF, giving growers additional tools 
for weed management.  Three additional CoAXium HRWW lines have been licensed by CWRF to private 
entities.  Canvas and Whistler round out this year’s increases.  Both are HRWW lines.  For further 
information about the CWRF releases, including yield and variety descriptions, please visit their website 
at plainsgold.com.
  Fall planting got underway September 7th and was essentially done by September 24th.  The ARDEC 
crew helped prepare the ground, plant the wheat, and irrigate so the wheat has had a great start going 
into the winter months.  Three Colorado State University lines are spending the winter in Arizona to help 
supplement our production at ARDEC.  This year’s slate includes 4 CSU lines fresh from Dr. Scott Haley’s 
breeding program, 7 released HRWW lines, 3 released HWWW lines, and 9 lines for contract production.  
Next year’s harvest should be very busy and hopefully hail-free!
  One new piece of equipment that greatly enhanced moving seed from the storage bins to the seed plant 
was a Walinga grain vacuum.  We are looking forward to additional infrastructure improvements that will 
double our seed-holding capacity.  Stay tuned!
  Here is hoping you all have a wonderful holiday season, making time for your family and friends, and 
yourself!

Barry Ogg – CSU Agronomy Foundation Seed Manager



2018 csga & csia joint annual meeting 

Full schedule 

Thursday, December 6th - Fort Collins Marriott

1:00 pm csga board of directors meeting 

5:00 pm social hour with cash bar – Everyone Welcome! 

6:00 pm dinner banquet – everyone welcome! 

Friday, December 7th 

registration 7:30 am 

8:00 AM welcome 

8:15 am commodity committee meetings 

beans 

Grasses – Speaker: Tyler Johnson, Botanist USFS 

Small grains 

  10:15 am joint affiliated reports 

   11:00 am csga business meeting 

Csia business meeting 

12:00 pm lunch 

1:00 pm Keynote Speaker 

2:30 pm speaker 1 – Climate and agriculture 

3:15 pm speaker 2 – Colorado ffa program 

4:00 pm The End 



Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday 
Season and Our Sincere Thanks 
for Your Loyalty and Goodwill 

Throughout the Year. 

       The Colorado Seed Growers Association 

    Rick Novak and Linda Munk 

     We Look Forward to Another Great Year! 



Colorado Seed Lab News ...

4

Dates To Know!
November 21st - 23rd ~ Thanksgiving Holiday: CSGA Office Closed!
December 6th ~ CSGA Board Meeting and CSGA & CSIA Dinner Banquet 
December 7th ~ CSGA & CSIA Joint Annual Meeting
December 10th ~ Winter Wheat Seed Distribution Summaries Due 
December 21st  - January 7th~ Christmas and New Year Holidays:

 CSGA Office Closed !

CSGA Board of Directors Staff
Jim Mertens, President - New Raymer  Rick Novak, Director of Seed Programs 
Wayne Midcap, Vice President - Wiggins Linda Munk, Certification Manager, CSGA
Walter Henes, Secretary - Dolores  
Steve Andrews, Treasurer - Yuma Barry Ogg, Manager, CSU Agronomy Foundation Seed
Wayne Brew - Olathe Randy Crowl, Manager, Colorado Seed Lab
Terry Hillin - Monte Vista  Chane Venner, Colorado Seed Lab
Judy Jolly - Monte Vista 
Bob Mattive - Monte Vista
Burl Scherler - Sheridan Lake 
Randy Trupp - Bennett 
Dr. Jerry Johnson, CSU Extension 
Dr. Scott Haley, Dept. Soil & Crop Sci.
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  2018 has been a busy and productive year for the Colorado Seed Lab.  Earlier in the year I finished my 
term as President of the AOSA as we met in Raleigh, NC.  It was a challenge for two years to keep up with 
the AOSA dealings and our own activities at the Lab.  Before I finished, I had the honor of signing the 
Germination Certification award for Chane Venner, my co-worker.  I enjoyed being President, but I was 
happy to hand off the responsibilities. Once I was relieved of my duties as President I agreed to be 
Chairperson of the Rules Committee. Out of the frying pan and into the fire.  We will evaluate 29 rule 
proposals in the coming month and the membership will vote on them in June.
  Wheat season went very smoothly in the Lab this year.  The Lab was able to keep up with the sample load 
with no real issues. We also introduced a test to confirm the AXigen trait for the CoAXium wheat vareties.  
Earlier in the year the Lab assisted Eric Westra of CSU in producing a testing protocol.  We tried several 
trials and finally decided on a seed soak method.  This was partly because the germination paper tended to 
filter out the herbicide, creating uneven results. The new methods were sent out to four other labs to run 
several trials and see if the labs would find similar results. The labs were all successful and we now have a 
set method for confirming the AXigen trait.  Next year we expect to test several more varieties and many 
more samples.  There could be as many as six seed labs all around wheat country using the new method 
next season.
  This year the Lab has seen another uptick in hemp samples and inquiries about hemp testing.  This has 
increased each year since the legalization of hemp as a crop in Colorado.  The expertise in growing hemp 
and hemp seed quality has also been on the increase.  We have seen viability reach 80% and beyond several 
times this year.
  As always, we encourage the growers in our area to visit the Lab.  Stop by and see how your seeds get 
tested and we will try and answer any of your questions.  Anyone who wishes to have a copy of our price list 
or a test request form, they can be found on our website: seeds.agsci.colostate.edu/seedlab

Randy Crowl – Manager, Colorado Seed Laboratory 
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